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Copenhagen Zoo and University of Copenhagen 
 

Basic Animal Training in Laboratory 
Animal Research 

 

Copenhagen Zoo 
 
The focus of this course will be on operant training of laboratory animals – both as 
enrichment of the animal's daily environment and as a stress-reducing tool during daily 
management, procedures and interventions. The course participants learn the science 
behind habituation, operant and classical conditioning and should be able to subsequently 
apply this knowledge in practice.  
 
Emphasis is also placed on training planning, including evaluation of the prerequisites for 
the training and the establishment of criteria.  
 

Course description and content 
 
The course consists of lectures, theoretical exercises and demonstrations of practical 
training with zoo animals. The participants will not get to train the animals in Copenhagen 
Zoo. 
 
On successful completion of the course, participants are expected to be able to apply the 
principles and methods of operant training. They should be able to independently plan and 
carry out basic training of experimental animals using reward-based principles, including 
the correct use of the clicker or other conditioned reinforcers.  
 
The course concludes with a written assignment, which is submitted two weeks after the 
last course day. When the assignment has been approved, a course certificate is issued. 
Further, it is a prerequisite for getting the course diploma that the participant has 
participated in all three days.  
 

Practical information 
Target audience  
 
The course's target audience is animal caretakers, animal technicians, veterinarians and 
researchers working hands-on with the animals. A basic knowledge of animal handling is 
required, but no animal training experience is needed. We reserve the right to reject 
applicants for the course, who do not meet the above requirements. 
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Dates, venue and course fee 
 
The course is a three-day course running from Tuesday 11th to Thursday 13th of April 2023.  
The course fee is DKK 6.100 for all three days including lunch and two coffee breaks. There 
are 16 seats available. 
 
The course venue is Copenhagen Zoo, Main building, Roskildevej 32, 2000 Frederiksberg, 
Denmark.  
Accommodation and transport to/from the Zoo is not included in the fee.  
 
Signing up  
 
Sign up for the course by sending a mail with your name, email and affiliation to Dorte 
Bratbo Sørensen, brat@sund.ku.dk   
 
The deadline for registration or cancellation is Tuesday 28 February 2023. If you cancel 
later, you cannot expect to get your participation fee back, unless we have someone who 
will take your place. We reserve the right to cancel the course if there are too few 
participants.  
 
Upon registration, you will receive an email confirming that we have received your 
registration and reserved a place on the course for you. We also will send you an invoice, 
which is requested to be paid within two weeks of receipt. Invoices are issued when we 
have the course half full and full, respectively. It is therefore not certain that you will receive 
the invoice right after you have registered. Your registration is valid when we have received 
the payment. 
 

Course responsible/ lecturers 
 
Annette Pedersen, Animal Training coordinator, Chair of EAZA Animal Training Working 
Group, Copenhagen Zoo, Roskildevej 38, 2000 Frederiksberg.  
Mail: ap@zoo.dk 
 
Dorte Bratbo Sørensen, Associate professor, Veterinarian, PhD in Ethology and Welfare 
University of Copenhagen, Department of Veterinary and Animal Sciences, Grønnegårdsvej 
15, 1870 Frederiksberg C.  
Mail: brat@sund.ku.dk 
 

Recommended reading 
 
We recommend that you acquire the book ”Animal-centric Care and Management – 
Enhancing Refinement in Biomedical Research” by Sørensen, Cloutier & Gaskill (Eds.). 
2021. 


