
Opportunities and writing tips

Christine Finnie
SUND Research & Innovation
funding@sund.ku.dk

IVH, 18th December 2024

Postdoc applications



The picture can't be displayed.

The picture can't be displayed.

Program

06-01-2025 2

The funding landscape for early career researchers

Tips for proposal writing
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Danish public funding

European public funding

Danish private funding

International private funding

Which funding?
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… and many 
other disease 
specific societies

• Specific and restricted grant types
• Sometimes without deadlines

• Postdoc fellowships
• Research grants for young researchers
• Research grants for established researchers
• Collaborative grants

• Postdoc fellowships
• Research grants for young researchers
• Research grants for established researchers
• Collaborative grants

• Postdoc fellowships
• Several types of research grants
• Collaborative grants

• Postdoc fellowships
• Other grant types
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What can you apply for: How old is your PhD?
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• Check individual rules for extensions to PhD age
• Parental leave
• Sick leave
• Military service
• Employment period out of research
• etc
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Funding landscape: Early career grants (selected)
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MSCA postdoctoral fellowships (European or Global)

Danish Cancer Society

NNF postdocs for research abroad

IFD Industrial postdoc

LF postdoc

DFF Inge Lehmann

ERC Starting Grant (StG)
DFF Sapere Aude

NNF Emerging Inv.

LF Fellow

DFF Research project 1

LF Experiment

PhD age (yrs)

Postdoc grants

Starting grants

Project grants

Branco Weiss
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Mobility requirements
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• Do you want to stay in DK?
• Innovation Fund Denmark industrial postdoc
• Lundbeck postdoc (change in research environment is required)

• Or move abroad?
• MSCA postdoctoral fellowship (European or Global Fellowship)
• Branco Weiss

• …but return to DK afterwards?
• MSCA postdoctoral fellowship (Global Fellowship)
• Novo Nordisk Foundation postdoctoral fellowships
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Mobility requirements – Starting grants
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• Mobility is not a general requirement, but...

• Prior mobility and/or international experience is a definite advantage

Mobility can also be:

• A change of research environment – e.g. between academia and industry
• A change of research discipline
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Funding opportunities (selected)

• Postdoc grants
• Innovation Fund Denmark Industrial Postdoc (2-

3 calls per year, January, April, September)

• Carry out a research project with an industrial focus 
while employed at a private company in DK

• Lundbeck Foundation Postdoc (Nov 2025)

• Promotion of change in research environment. Danish 
researchers can move within DK or abroad, researchers 
from abroad can carry out research in DK

• MSCA Postdoctoral Fellowship (10th Sep 2025)

• European training through research
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https://innovationsfonden.dk/en/p/industrial-researcher
https://lundbeckfonden.com/apply-grants/lf-postdocs
https://marie-sklodowska-curie-actions.ec.europa.eu/calls/msca-postdoctoral-fellowships-2025
https://innovationsfonden.dk/en
https://lundbeckfonden.com/en
https://marie-sklodowska-curie-actions.ec.europa.eu/actions/postdoctoral-fellowships
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Funding opportunities (selected)

• Postdoc grants
• Novo Nordisk Foundation Postdoc for Research 

abroad (January 2025)

• Conduct research for at least 3 years abroad and return 
to DK for up to 1 year

• Novo Nordisk Foundation Visiting Postdoc 
fellowships (MIT, Stanford Bio-X, University of Oxford, 
Weizmann Institute) (Jan 2025)

• Conduct research abroad for at about 3 years and return 
to DK for up to 1 year

• Branco Weiss Fellowship (Jan 2025)

• Junior researchers with a record of outstanding scientific 
achievement and a passion for venturing into new 
territory. Projects beyond the mainstream
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https://novonordiskfonden.dk/en/grant/postdoc-fellowship-for-research-abroad-bioscience-and-basic-biomedicine/
https://novonordiskfonden.dk/en/grant/postdoc-fellowship-for-research-abroad-bioscience-and-basic-biomedicine/
https://novonordiskfonden.dk/en/grant/
https://novonordiskfonden.dk/en/grant/
https://brancoweissfellowship.org/
https://novonordiskfonden.dk/en/grant/
https://brancoweissfellowship.org/
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Funding opportunities (selected)

• Starting grants
• Lundbeck Foundation Fellowships (Sep 2025)

• supports particularly promising young scientists who are qualified to 
establish or develop a research team

• Sapere Aude Starting Grant (10th October 2024)

• supports young talented researchers to gather a group and carry out a 
research project at a high, international level

• ERC Starting Grant (Oct 2025)

• Supports excellent research and excellent researchers carrying out a high-
risk/high gain project

• NNF Hallas-Møller Emerging Investigator (Jan 2025)

• supports young and promising research leaders and promote Danish 
fundamental research at a high international level 
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https://lundbeckfonden.com/apply-grants/lf-fellows
https://dff.dk/en/front-page?set_language=en
https://erc.europa.eu/apply-grant/starting-grant
https://novonordiskfonden.dk/en/grant/hallas-moeller-emerging-investigator-bioscience-and-basic-biomedicine/
https://lundbeckfonden.com/en
https://dff.dk/en/front-page?set_language=en
https://erc.europa.eu/
https://novonordiskfonden.dk/en/grant/
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Funding opportunities (selected)
• Inge Lehmann Programme (expected June 2025)

• Eligibility restrictions expected. Supporting a more even gender balance in 
research environments. Projects with a budget of 2M DKK + overhead

• Project grants
• Research Project 1 – Open call (April 2025)

• Bottom-up research projects with a budget of 2M DKK + overhead
• Research Project 1 – thematic calls (expected June 2025)

• Lundbeck Experiment (August 2025)
• Extraordinary and bold research ideas that challenge the norms of the 

research field. Evaluation is primarily based on the idea, not merits of the 
applicant.
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https://dff.dk/en/apply/application/current-calls?set_language=en
https://dff.dk/en/apply/application/current-calls?set_language=en
https://dff.dk/en/apply/application/current-calls?set_language=en
https://lundbeckfonden.com/apply-grants/lf-experiment
https://dff.dk/en
https://lundbeckfonden.com/en
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Original
project

Excellent
host

Talented 
candidate

• Career development and 
employability

• Mobility

• Transfer of knowledge

MSCA Postdoctoral Fellowships

5

Training through research
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European 
Fellowships

Global 
Fellowships

First 12-24 months research project 
conducted outside of Europe (TC)
+12 months mandatory return period 
in Europe (MS&AC)

MSCA-PF – two types

12-24 months research project 
carried out at European university 
(MS&AC)

6

Secondment 

Optional research stay for max 
1/3 of fellowship period at an 
academic or non-academic 
institution

Both EF and GF can include 
secondments and/or placements

Placement 

Optional extra period of up to 6 
months after the fellowship in a 
non-academic partner organisation 
at the end of the fellowship
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Eligibility conditions

• Any nationality (Global Fellowships: nationals or long-term residents of 
EU member states or Horizon Europe Associated Countries e.g., Norway, 
Switzerland, Israel)

• In possession of a PhD degree at the call deadline
• Up to 8 years research experience after obtaining the PhD degree (with 

exceptions such as career breaks, work outside research, research outside 
Europe for reintegrating researchers)

• Mobility rule: not resident/or with main activity in the country of the 
beneficiary (or host organization for GF) more than 12 months in the 36 
months before the call deadline

14
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Industrial Researcher applications

• A PhD (3 years) or postdoctoral (2 years) research 
project with an industrial focus

• The Industrial Researcher is employed full-time in 
a Danish branch of a private sector company 

• A public sector research institution also 
participates

• The research institution and the company both 
assign a mentor to the researcher

PURPOSE
To strengthen the relation between companies 
and universities while also linking young 
researchers to private businesses.
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Industrial Researcher calls
• Industrial Postdoc (private sector) 
• Industrial PhD (private Sector)
• Industrial Postdoc (public sector)
• Industrial PhD (public sector)
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Green research, 
technology and 

innovation

Digitalisation, 
technology and 

innovation

Life science, 
health and welfare

technology

Politically set themes (2023)

Usually 3 deadlines per year

1 deadline per year (September)

Industrial PhD – 
Greenland and the 
Faroe Islands
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• PhD: Graduates with at least 10 in their master´s thesis and 8.2 in GPA for 

both bachelor and master, or 9.5 PGA for the master alone. 

• Postdoc: PhDs with a degree no more than 5 years old when applying.

• Company: Large companies, SMEs and public sector entities with Danish 

CVR

06-01-2025 17

Eligibility conditions
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Where else to find funding?

• Ask colleagues, mentors, 
collaborators – where did their 
funding come from?
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@LegoAcademics CC-BY-NC-SA

• For a comprehensive list of funding 
opportunities in DK, including small 
foundations: Legatbogen.dk

• For major funding bodies and upcoming 
deadlines: SUND funding toolbox 

https://twitter.com/LegoAcademics/status/911645436091486208?s=20&t=C8unVl5ABBCydL6gVDDSYQ
https://www.legatbogen.dk/
https://kunet.ku.dk/work-areas/research/units/SUNDs-toolbox/fundinglandscape/Pages/default.aspx
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SUND Toolbox for funding information
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https://kunet.ku.dk/work-areas/research/units/SUNDs-
toolbox/Pages/sund-toolbox.aspx

https://kunet.ku.dk/work-areas/research/units/SUNDs-toolbox/Pages/sund-toolbox.aspx
https://kunet.ku.dk/work-areas/research/units/SUNDs-toolbox/Pages/sund-toolbox.aspx
https://kunet.ku.dk/work-areas/research/units/SUNDs-toolbox/Pages/sund-toolbox.aspx
https://kunet.ku.dk/work-areas/research/units/SUNDs-toolbox/fundinglandscape/Pages/default.aspx
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The funding landscape for early career researchers

Tips for proposal writing
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Check out previously funded projects
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Know your audience: who will evaluate your proposal?
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• Peer-review or a generalist 
committee?

• Will they understand your 
research terminology?

• Will they find it new, 
interesting and exciting?
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What’s the big picture?
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Get your idea across from the outset 
= on the first page!

• What issue will you address?
• Why is it important?
• How will you tackle it?
• Why you and why now?
• What will the impact be?

https://www.ifm.eng.cam.ac.uk/research/grant-writers-handbook/cartoons/
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Keep the language simple and easy to read

• Limit jargon/technical terms/abbreviations

• Use short sentences

• Make it personal – take ownership – active voice
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“Secondly, I will also use two renowned studies on European twins: The Longitudinal Study of Aging 
Twins (LSAT) and The Longitudinal Study of Middle-Aged Twins (LSMAT) which followed 4,721 and 3,276 
twins, for up to 11 and 12 years respectively, including collecting data on multiple confounders such as 

social factors, lifestyles and health and undertaking a 5-component cognitive test consisting of a 
fluency test (number of animals named in 1 min), forward digit span, backward digit span and immediate 

and delayed recall of a list of 12-items. ”

“Using this method, I was able to show 
for the first time that A regulates B. I 
published the data as first-author in 
the Journal of Exciting Results [3]”

“It was shown that A regulates B [3]” 
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Checklist for writing a (great) proposal

• Read the call text and guidelines 
• Know your audience
• Structure the application based on the guidelines
• Sell your idea- on page 1!
• Make the objectives specific and measurable
• Use illustrations to explain concept and work plan
• Spend time on the abstract
• Get feedback
• Write, rewrite & rewrite

06-01-2025 25
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Get help from SUND Research & Innovation
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• Information on calls, guidelines and rules
 SUND Funding News
 SUND grant writing toolbox 
 Information meetings & seminars with funders

• Fundraising strategy support
 One-to-one support for applications to selected calls (Industrial 

researcher grants and MSCA postdoctoral fellowships with UCPH as host) 
 CV check 

• Writing support 
 Grant-writing workshops (e.g. for MSCA fellowship) 
 Read-throughs of applications to selected calls

Contact us: Funding@sund.ku.dk

https://kunet.ku.dk/work-areas/research/units/SUNDs-toolbox/Pages/sund-toolbox.aspx
mailto:Funding@sund.ku.dk
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Questions?
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???!
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